Enters 


Memphis, Tenn. 


_ Attention: Veterans 


"Reports Gain Of 100,000 


| "GEORGE GOOGE 
Chicago, August 15.—The 
A.F. of L. Executive Council re- 


’ ceived a partial . report from its 


Southern Director, George, L. 


__-Geoge, that its ranks had grown by 


160,000 new members since the 


campaign to organize | the South 
started. three months. ago. Mr, 
Googe said that the A.F. of L. had 


$00 new contracts and that 80% 'Netional Farm Labor Union, notified 


had been negotiated directly with 


_empleyers without NLRB elections. 


30,000 More 
Join A.F. OF L. 

Memphis, Tenn., August 16.— 
The figure announced by the A.F. 
of L. does not include the 30,000 | 
members of the National Farm La- 
bor Union who came into the 
American Federation of Labor on 
‘August 14th. President William 
Green told officers of the National 
Farm Labor Union that the total 


membership of the A.F. of L. is | 


now over 100, 


wish - to in 
touch with the men who served in the | 
same division will be aided by Army 
Ground Forces Headquarters, which. 
is helping in the formation of -Di- 


2 vision Associations. 


Several combat Atvixions” have 


‘already organized associations which 


bring together the men who served in 
the same outfit during the war. 
Information about these associa- 


tions may be obtained by writing to: 


Headquarters, Army Ground Forces, 


Words Ot Wisdom 


By DR. FRANK P. GRAHAM, 
President, University of North 
Carolina 


the piano to play the Star 


“Let's remember this: It takes 
both the white and black keys. of 


Banner.” 


Worke 
Down kh 


| FT 
By 
| 
Donald Henderson, C. 


chief of the Food, ToWacco an >, 
Workers—Cl0O, has again tried’ ? 
a group of Union men down, 
river. 


Strike Threatened 


|In Camden 


After calling a strike. in Camden, 
N. J. because 120 members of the 
National Farm Labor Union had been 


Co., 

his organization did not have a single 
_ member, Henderson entered into an 

agreement with the company 
‘whereby the Union men would be 
fired and all other workers in the 
‘Maryland plant would be forced to 
join FTA-CIO. 


Secretary Of Labor N otified 


Men Refuse T o Leave 
Pe Mitchell, President of the 


‘the company that the men expected 
to continue working until the end of 
‘the season. He also advised Secre- 
‘tary of Labor Schwellenbach in 
‘Washington that while the NFLU 
‘was a farm labor union and claimed 
‘no bargaining rights for the men, we 
refused to recognize the unfair agree- 
Ahent. 


Capt. Taylor in 

At this point, Captain Barney B. 
Taylor was sent to Salisbury. Af- 
|fidavits were collected from the men 
.as to how they were forced to sign 
| FTA-CIO cards. All denounced FTA 
and authorized the Food Processors 
| Local 199 of the Amalgamated Meat 


Cutters Union, A.F. of L., to repre-| 


sent them. The Food ‘Processors 
_Local, also represents all local work- 
‘ers employed in the plant and has 
notified Campbell Soup Co. that if 
they try to force their members into 


and the plant shut down. As the 
September Farm Labor News goes to 
press, the matter is being considered 
by government officials. In the event 
a strike is called, members of the 
NFLU will walk out with other A.F. 
of L. workers and be transferred to 
other jobs for the rest of the season. ’ 


CIO Government Official 


Acts Against Workers 

It is reported that John Gibson, 
Assistant Secretary of Labor, acting 
acting as a conciliator between 
Campbell Soup Co., and Henderson’s 
outfit, forced the acceptance of the 
agreement to fire members of the 
NFLU in order to avert the strike at 
the Camden plant: Gibson, a CIO 

(Continued On Page Three) 


hired to work for the Campbell Soup}. 
at Salisbury, Maryland, where 


the FTA-CIO, a strike will be called} 


WILLIAM GREEN 


Granted ate Right To 
Organize All Farm Labor 


Chicago, Ill., August 15.—H. L. 
Mitchell, President of the National 
Farm Labor Union,’ formerly known 
as the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union, announced today that the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, meeting in Chicago 
on August 14th., voted to grant a 
charter to the National Farm Labor — 
Union with the right to organize all. _ 
farm laborers working on farms, 


Dues Now 


1947 Union cards have been sent to 
all, Local Secretaries. Each Local has 
also received one of the new 1947) 
calendars which are to be given toj. 
each family that pays their dues. 
There are onty a few thousand cal- 
endars so only those who pay their 
dues early in the fall will get them. 


Pay Your Union 


~~ | ranches, plantations, and other farm- 
ing units throughout the United 
States. The application for a charter 
followed instructions of the 12th. an- 


nual convention of the National Farm 
Labor Union. 


Union Committee M ee's 


A. F. Of L. Leaders 

A committee composed of Presi- 
dent Mitchell; F. R. Betton, Vice 
President; and Barney B. Tay!or,; Or- 
ganization Director, appearéd before 
the A.F. of L. Executive Council 


The Union dues are $5 per year for|™eeting at the Drake Hotel in Chi- 


all new members. All those who have 


cago. In presenting the matter to the 
A.F. of L. body, the officers.of the 


not paid up for 1946.are to be counted) national Farm Labor Union were as- 


as new members.and:required to pay 
$5. Members in good standing in 1946 
who pay their dues before January 1, 
pay only $4 for the year. Honorably 
discharged veterans pay only $4. 
Membership dues include husband 
and wife, and children under 16 years 


of age. 


The Secretary of the Local will 
give both man and wife a card upon 


payment. 


It is more important now than ever 
before that Union members pay their 


dues. 


standing. 


We are a part of the great : now reside 
+American Federation of Labor and 
we want every member to be in good 


‘Can’t Get In’ 


A sharecropper went up town to 
hear a sermon at one of the big 
churches. After the service was over, 
he told the preacher that he wanted 
to join the church. The minister ex- 
plained that out in the country about 
4 miles there was another church 
where he was sure the sharecropper 
would be more comfortable. 
home and pray about. it John,” said 
the preacher, and then come back to 
see me. The sharecropper did not go 
again but one Saturday he met the 
preacher of the big church on the 
“Did you 
pray?” John said, “Yes I did.” “And 
asked the 
“Why he said I was a big 
fool in the first place, that He had 


street, and: was asked, 


what did God say?” 
preacher. 


sisted by Patrick E. Gorman of Chi- 
cago, International Secretary-Treas- 
urer of the Amalgamated Meat Cut- 
ters and Butcher Workmens Union; 
and Leon B. Schachter, President of 
the Meat and Cannery Workers 
Union, A.F. of L., of Camden, N. J. 


30,000 Members 


Now In A.F. Of L. 

H..L. Mitchell said that the Na- 
tional Farm Labor Union has a mem- 
bership of over 30,000, organized in 
204 locals in 14 states. He also stated 
that while the majority of members 
in the mid-southern 
states and are employed on cotton 
farms and plantation as wage hands, 
sharecroppers, and tenants; plans are 
underway to organize migrant farm 
laborers on both the east and west 
coasts into the union. | 


NFLU To Organize 


Factories In Fields 

Mitchell said the new A.F. of L. 
union is not interested in organizing 
the hired hands of the small farm 
owner but that it is interested in or- 
ganizing the farm worker employed 
on commercial type farms, planta- 
‘tions, and ranches throughout the 


counéry. 
Agriculture Nations 
Largest Industry _ | 
Mitchell said that American agri- 
culture is the nation’s largest indus- 
try, with an average of over 2,000,000 
workers employed the year round in 
production of food and fiber crops. 
Except for the National Farm Labor 


“Go 


been trying to get in that church Union, these workers are without 


Himself for 20 years.” 


c (Continued On Page Two) 
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rane LABOR NEWS. September, 
Our Guest Column—. On To Saints And 
The Assembly Line of Peace KERME 

Or 


HENRY A. WALLACE 

_ Mr. Wallace was Secretary of 
. Agriculture in President Roose- 
 -velt’s eabinet and then Vice Pres- 
ident of the United States for one 
~ term. He is now Secretary of 
Commerce in President Truman’s 
cabinet. 


In 1942, when the “nightmare of 
war was a very grim reality and the 
memories of the depression were 
frésher in our minds, I asked the 
question: “Shall the world’s affairs 
be so organized as to prevent a répe- 
tition ef these twin disasters—the 
‘bitter woe of depression and the 
holocaust of: war?” Now, in- 1946, 
the answer is being —— by the 
‘United Nations. 

‘Two ‘billion ‘people of all the civi- 
lized nations have finally learned the 
bitter and cdstly lesson. that if we 
don’t work - ‘together now, we shall 
probably ‘never have another chance. 


You in- the ranks of labor, “the 


farrier and ‘industrial worker alike, 


know the situation. You have fought 
for ‘your rights. You have stood 
against the forces that ‘would divide 
and weaken you. In those struggles 
you discovered that your most ef- 
fective weapon is unity. 

During the war, unity and team- 
work won’ the battle of production, 
while the’ same qualities in our sol- 
diers’' brou g ht military victory 
abroad. ‘Now, by the same token, 
unity and teamwork will win the 
' peace. The United Nations with its 
“many instruments of cooperation has 
created the symbol of world unity by 
establishing a assembly 
council. _ 

The ‘objectives which. must be 
reached if the peace is to be won are 
clearly set forth in the United Na- 


tions Charter. The Charter is not a} 


that world: unity ina stability | 


in no small measure on the economic 
conditions in this country: and on our 


ability and willingness to stimulate | 
business operations in other nations | 


and among,all nations. © 


“Equal rights and determina- 
tion” mean that size and wealth do 
not give any one nation greater 
rights before the law than any other 
nation. Just as poor and rich are 


treated alike in our own courts, ‘so in| : 


the, family of nations, the small and 
weak are entitled to the same treat- 
ment accorded to the great and pow- 
erful. ‘Self-determinatio 


may decide by vote to which weed 
they. want to belong. 

The ‘ United Nations Charter hhas| 
much to: say about the rights of. the |. 
common man. It ‘boldly lindertakes 
to “promote universal” respect ‘for, | 

and observance of, human. rights and | 


| furidarnental freedonis forall without 
distinetion as to- ‘Taceé, ‘ Sex; language 
‘religfon.’’* We understand 
We: haye . séen} 


kind language.» 
some -of “the “terrible” effects: of Stich: 


discrimination,.and: we“ know that. in} 
; our own country we have not yet en-| 
tirely solved the problem. But, we}. 


also know that -while we continue to}. 
work for tolerance and the observa- 
tion. of human rights. and — funda- 


| mental freedoms at home, we must at 
tthe same time wage the fight for} 


these ‘ just’ causes. abroad. No one] 


janywhere should ‘be discriminated | 
| against because somebody doesn’t: 


n” means}. 
that the people in disputed territories} 


F. R. BETTON 


-last-week in August to aid. i in the 
‘fight to save the A.F. of L. Cannery* 
Workers. Union from being ‘broken 
up ‘by .Communist: Jed: Feed, 


and. Allied Workers 
Cio. 


By the this. paper appeats, 


‘the ‘results of. the labor board 
‘tion “among 60;000_- ‘workers 
northern California canneries will 
be known. 


AF. of L. officials asked that 


_Vice President Betton come to Cal- | 


ifornia to tell the workers how the 


CIO. union sold our people down 
the river and stopped them from 


~getting iobs. din 1945 trying. 


What The A.F. or ee 


like the color of his skin,.or . the: eans T 


church he goes to, or the country |" 


where his father or acces was 
born. 


“Observance of human rights” | 


means that there. is no room in. any 
country for Hitler-imitators, whether. 


By BARNEY B. B. TAYLOR 
The planters uséd to ask this ques- 

tion. “How do you ‘poor sharecroppers 

and day hands think you are going 


“President F. R. Betton. was 
San Francisco, ‘Cal., the 


It’s a funny thing: imcrow” has 
|eome to be synonymous ‘with “dise 
|crimination’—anad yet crows don’t 


discriminate! -To them all ‘men are 
devils! . ‘This I learned ina Korean 
rice field. 


There some farmers 
-ed-a scarecrow with red-hair; blue 


eyes and a dead white face. ~The 
crow avoided the field as scrupulous- 
ly as they avoided my father’s corn 
field. in Indiana where. scarecrows 


| were always constructed with -black 
hair and black faces. Yet the Korean ; 


scarecrow looked as little frightening | 
to me as did, the pictures..of. blonde 


| saints on our Sunday, School . walls. 


Thus I learned. another - thing: ‘We, 


| fashion our saints in-our. own. ‘image_ 


and our devils_ in ‘the. image of | 
| strangers. Hac, 


This ‘was ‘further. impressed. On ‘me 


when travelling, China; the chil- 


dren, pointed at me, yelling: 


| devil.” ‘devils’?” I-asked«my* 


\translator. The answer: - Beeause I 
have a big nose; only devils and: fore” 
eigners had big noses in China. og ie 


I should have learned this lesson 
‘long before I did. But had- riot 
‘dawned on me ‘that time when I-was | 
a little boy and got to know. Mosie 
Wolfberg. Our farm ‘was some diss 
tance from the shopping center, and - 


jall the. farm people. depended: 


Mosie’s monthly trips for. various: ak 
sundry items: needles. and. thread, 


buttons and stivélaces, ginghams and . 
calicos. 


on his back, his face expressionless. a 
did not know what ‘a:Jew was then 
but I knew that Mosie. ‘was foreignie 


‘Down the road from the 
town, 'Mosie -would trudge, ‘his pack 


the Indiana people I knew. He had*a''’** 


very long ‘nose, sad ‘eyes “ahd a> 


foreign or domestic, who think they. |.to get anywhere without any money 
can ride high by. spreading. race | or backing — all’ by . yourselves?” 


hatred and religious bigotry to di- Game falke took héed, and stayed out 
vide the people. That is how the Nazi of‘the Union: Others stayed in and| 


and Fascist regimes entrenched them-| | o.ieq and built our Union up to the 
selves in power—first attacking cer-. |-point where the largest group of or- 
tain minority groups, then trampling ganized Labor in “America said last 
on the human rights of all; for nearly week, “Come into the House of Labor 
everyone belongs to oe sort of] ond sit with us and eat at our table. 
minority group. Oppression at home eae will help you, and you can help 
is the, first step in the setting up of @| |.» The heads of these gréat unions 
dictatorship. The next —- Is ag- the A.F. of L. listened to leaders of 
gression abroad. We can’t afford it your Union. They heard what. we 
again! 


_. _|had done down here in the cotton 
The delegates of fifty-one United| fields. and they liked ‘what they 
‘Nations have been sent here to carry a | 


e ne heard. They told us that we had 
out the objectives of the Charter.| blessing to go out and organize ALL 
Delegates are only human. and they | 


FARM WORKERS IN AMERICA! a half stick of candy to establish 
will do a better job if they know that Sbisitere at ihe Union, you have faith now. 
the people whom they represent—the just gained seven million, one hun-| Having ‘learned so econ, 
ordinary people of the world—are| j.4 thousand more members who|through my own experience ‘how 
solidly behind them. are organized—in the mines, mills,|Childish such prejudices are, I be- 
We Americans are going to let| and factories—in barber shops, on| lieve that the people of all nations, 
them know that they have our full ships at sea—workers all over our| all races..and all creeds must grow 
support. September 22-28 is to be} vast country. up and stop playing the silly game 
celebrated throughout the country aS} The truck drivers, carpenters, of irhagining foreigners, or those dif- 
United Nations Week. As a gesture printers, electricians, mechanics, and| ferent from themselves in any way, * 
of welcome to the United Nations| gmmon laborers Merry A.F. of L.|to be devils-landsmen and ‘co-re- 
General Assembly, opening in New| cards. And now—so do you! This is| ligionists to be saints. 
York on September 23, citizens from] the time for us.to be proud, to give 
coast to coast are planning special} thanks for those strong men who did 
activities for the week. Schools, 


) not turn back in the face of beatings, 
churches, clubs, community centers, 


unions, newspapers and radio stations 
are all participating in the celebra- 
tion. You should take an active part 
in this program. Make plans, either 
on your own or with your fellow- 


cold, legal document. It is addressed 
to you and to me. It deals with vital 
matters—“the creation of conditions 
of stability and well-being which are 
necessary for-peaceful and friendly 
relations among nations based on re- 
spect for the principle of equal rights 
and self-determination of people.” 
We all know that the objectives set 
forth will probably never be fully 
achieved, human nature being what 
it is. But there is real wisdom in 
- aiming high. In our own country, we 
are’ still striving to reach the goals 
which will forever abolish intoler- 
ance, secure for us economic sound- 
ness and stability and, in short, pro- 
vide us with the abundant life we 
want to live. We know from experi- 
ence ‘that conditions of life in this 
country are far better now than they 
would have been had we Americans 
aimed lower or taken a short range 
~ point of view. 
The words of the Charter are wise. 
Consider just what they mean. 
“Conditions of stability and well- 
being” mean no country can be ec- 
onomically secure until peoplé every- 
where are well housed, well fed and 
assured of the right to a job. A high 
level of American economy, with in- 
creased production of consumer 
geods, low prices, and increased for- 
eign trade would be a real contribu- 
tion to world unity and to stable con- 
ditions “everywhere. Our business 
leadérs must never forget the fact 


Strange accént.: “My ‘sister and Awere 
terrified of him—until thé-day’ ‘When, 
digging down into the very poftom of - 
his mysterious bag, he brought™ ‘forth 
‘a stick of candy, broke it in haif ; “and 
shyly offered the pieces to -us “two. | 
From on, a proven friend, we 


looked forward to his visits with af- . 
fectionate interest. 


I was dismayed when I revisited 
Indiana in 1945 to find intolerance — 
where there had been’a spirit of live-.. 
let-live. For the first time out. there ‘ 
I heard: the rantings of an anti-. 
semite. This frightened me more than 
I had even been frightened by .our 
old. peddler. And it takes more than, 


burnings and shootings in the cane 
days. This is the time to be grateful © 
for the men who brought the Union 
workers to take part in United Na-| through the years of terror, We will” — 
tions Week. find life more comfortable living 
You are the key men on the as-|in the great House of pet aatonnll 
sembly line of peace. Get it rolling| American Federation of .Labor—of > 
and keep it rolling! | which you are now a member, - 
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stéckmen. 


September, 1946: 


~ 


World News : 
Of Farm Labor 


uly bulletin of the. Intar- 
na tional Landworkers Federation 
carried full reports on conditions of 
farm workers in England, Scotland, 
Russia, and the United States. 


Farm Work In England 


The Feport states that wage rates 


paid for farm wérk in England be- 
fore the war were 34 shillings per 
week, which in dollars and cents, 
amounts to about $8.16. Today, they 
have a minimum wage of 4 pounds, 
or about $16 a week. The farm work 
is based on a 48 hour week and the 
National Union .of Agricultural 
Workers demands a reduction in 
hours, first to 44 hours and.finally to 
a 40 hour work Week. They also de- 
mand two,.weeks vacation with pay. 


The union is fighting against the sys- | 
“The house 


‘tem “tied cottages.” 


lUnion 
In August 


Double Barrelled Me eetings 


‘Large crowds continued to turn out 
for Union meetings during August. 
Hundreds attended “double bar- 
relled” meetings on the second and 
third Sundays of the month, 


Speaking At Brinkley 
On August 11, the Brinkley, Ark., 
locals rallied to hear Capt. Barney B. 


Taylor; local organizer, L. B. Arm-| 


strong, and others,’early in the after- 
noon. Capt. Taylor ‘pointed out. that 
there . ‘were some people who: had’ 
joined the Union just to, get a. job. 
He explained that ‘the jobs in East- 
ern canneries were arranged for ‘the 
‘benefit of- Union members who were 
out:of work after crops: were laid by. 


He said some new members seem: to} 


think that this is ‘all the Union is do- 
ing. He told them: that they «were 


where the farm worker lives belorigs;wreng and outlined the Union’s pro- 


tothe: Jand owner for whom he 


works. *The'‘land ownér has the legal’ 
‘right-to’ evict any :farm worker who 


“‘Jeaves his job for another. 


Farm Work In Scotland 


Mr. ‘Alexander -Even, Secretary of | 


the Scottish Farm Servants Union, 
| reports that there are 10,500 mem- 


pers in his’ organization and that the. 


- members pay monthly dues of 24¢. 
Wage rates-are about the same as are 


paid in ‘England with slightly higher 
scales » for special classes of farm 


workmen’ ‘sach as horsemen 


Farming Russia 
The. Feport in the ILF bulletin 
walaguk conditions in Russia was taken 


 frem‘an.article appearing in a news- 
It describes’ 
the. “system of farming under the 


paper. ‘published. in May. 


regime and how a famine 
-In 1932 resulted in the death of 8 to/ 


10 million farm people. No figures | 
are. given as to the number of 
-“Kulaks, ” or small farm owners, who 

‘Killed ar exiled because of-their 


opposition to the program of the gov- 
| ernment which took away their land. 


A.F. Of L. Opposed To 


Russian Unions 
- The:American Federation of Labor 
has' refused to join the World Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions due to the |: 
admission - of Russian unions which 
are ‘held ‘by: the A.F. of L. to be or- 
'gans' of the Soviet government and 

not freé‘tradé unions of workers. On 


the other hand, the CIO has joined in 


setting the international organi- 
zation.’ 


Farm Workers Of The | 
World Meet 


T h e International Landworkers 
Federation ‘met in London, April 
10th. ‘and 11th. This was the first 
‘meeting since 1938. Delegates repre- 
senting farm workers’ unions in Aus- 
tria, _Czecho-Slovakia, Denmark, 
England, France, Holland, Norway, 
Palestine, Scotland, and Sweden at- 
tended. The delegates represented 
- 641,800 members. Delegates reported 
 ©N conditions in each country. It was 
_ decided to continue the International 
‘ Landworkers Federation as an inde- 
pendent body ‘until some agreement 
was ‘reached with the World Federa- 
tion. of Trade ‘Unions: Another con- 
. gress will be held about the last of 


gram. for :getting: farm labor covered 
by social :security.- laws, the National 
Labor. Relations -Act, and the- Wage 


to.pay’ their-poll tax and get ready to 
vote in 1948 and elect men to office 
who will iook out for farm people in- 
stead: of planters and corporations. 


Rally At Fargo 

_ Another. meeting-was held on 
11, at. Fargo, Ark:, where Rev. 
John‘ Marshall, President of Local .58, 
had crowd of over. 300 waiting to. 
hear the Union message at his church: 


| At both Beinkley and. Fargo;- many 
new members. signed. the spot. 


Union Members 


At Edmondson 

-On.. August -18, “double 
meetings were-heild first at Edmond- 
‘son, Ark.,, and then at Twist, Ark. 
About 200 gathered Sunday ~ after- 
‘noon at. 2 PM at the* ‘Mary Baker 
Park: “in the town ‘of ‘Edmondson to 


|hear:J. £.-Clayton, noted- orator of 


Texas;' Vice President. Betton;. and 
Captain Taylor. . Jim Sisk; old time 
organizer of St. Francis County, also 
addressed ‘the gathering. W. C. Chap- 
man, President of Local No. 30. at Ed- 


mondson, presided. 


Union Speakers ‘Blast 
Land Hogs 


- Arriving late at Twist, Arkansas, 
the “big guns” of the Union unlimb- 


ered with a ‘blast at the land hogs of 


this. year or the first of next, at 
whieh ‘time delegates representing 
the farm worker unions of the world 
will make their decision as to affili- 


ation with the recently established 


World Federation of Trade Unions. 
When this report was received, the 
National Farm Labor Union’s execu- 
tive council voted to affiliate and 
paid its per capita on 6,000 members. 


and Hour Law. He urged all members 


Security Fight | 


NELSON CRUIKSHANK 

Nelson Cruikshank, Director 
the American Federation of Labor's 
social insurance work, has charged 
that the last Congress staged a 3@- 
month sit-down strike against laws. 
to provide health insurance and ‘eld 
age pensions. Mr. Cruikshank is 
the A.F. of L. specialist in this 
field. He was formerly. with Farm, 


his new duties about a year ago.. 
His offices are in Washington and 
heisa long time friend of members | 
of the National eget Labor Union. 


River By FTA-CIO~ 


(Continued From 
representative, was appointed Assist- 
ant Secretary of Labor over the pro-| 
test of A. F. of L, officials. In this-i in- 
| anyone - except. the: company. - and 
| FTA-CIO. and: settled the matter. to. 


--| the satisfaction of- his. Communist | 


friends in CIO. 
FTA Organizer 


Turned Down — 

~Following the shotgun. ‘marriage 
between FTA and the company, an 
FTA organizer immediately appeared | 
In the Salishury labor’ camp and told| 
60 of the men that they must either 
join the. CIO union or they would 
have to return to the South at once. 
A few men signed up under compul- 
sion. Some left the camp rather than 
betray their Union and they accept- 
ed jobs elsewhere. : 


eastern Arkansas are to 
break up the Twist Co-operative As- 
sociation and place the co-operative 
farmers back in plantation slavery. - 

' Jesse McBass, president of the Co- 
op Association, presided at the meet- 
ing. He was assisted by Rev. Way- 
mon Wilkerson, President of Twist 
Local No. 2. Douglas. Cobbs, local or- 
ganizer, called for unity among all 
farm workers, Negro and white alike, 
and for a defense of the Twist Co-op- 
erative of which he has long been a 
leader. Over 300 persons attended 


and cheered the speakers wildly. 


Notice To Subscribers 


If you move or otherwise change the place where you get your mail, 
clip this blank, fill it out and mail to: 


Farm Labor News 
Box 443 
Memphis 1, Tenn. 


My name is 


My old address 


Send my paper to the following nddeoint 


Security Administration, taking on | 


Co-Op 


By Planters 


A $97, 000 suit against the Twist 
Co-operative Leasing Association has 
been filed in the district court at 
Helena, Arkansas. The suit was filed 
by the heirs to the Twist estate who 
allege that the 15,000 acre plantation 


has been damaged during the 10 year > 


co-operative farming operation se 
the Association. 

Jesse McBass, 
Board of Directors of the Co-opera- 
tive Association, says that there is no 
basis for the suit since the property 
has been greatly improved by the 
construction of new Idings and 
cutting of drainage canals. -McBass 
pointed out that the. suit: against the 
Co-op was not’ filed until: the -group 
of ; ' plantation. owners. who had pro- 
posed:to.lease the. plantation: out from 
under: the co-operators, found that 
the- 118 families planned~ to move 


! away and continue farming for. them- 


selves. 


‘In. the meantime, H. a Mitchell, | 
President. of the. Union, ‘pledged.. the. 


| full-support of his organization to the 
co-operators and_ instructed Union: 


attorneys to .be.. prepared to aid -the : 


President of the 


Association members save their-prop- - 


erty which. is at approximate=~ 
ly* “$400, 

Mitchell also called ‘upon the Co- 
operative League ‘of the USA to lend 


its support. to the ‘Twist ‘Association | 


in its fight to ‘prevent. the: 118 fami- 
lies - from” being re-enslaved on the 
plantation. as or wage 
hands. | 


Elections. ‘Over—- 


Lynchings- Begin 3 


On the heels of the election in the 
state. of. Georgia where Gene Tal- 


madge, Negro. hater, _was -chosen as is 
-goyvernor., by- a. majority _of - citizens, | 


the nation=was outraged by a lynch= 
ing of two men and two women. Re- } 
wards totalling’ $29; 000 were posted 


: for: information. leading to the arrest 
and ‘conviction. ‘of the lynichers. The 
F.B.L- “was. ordered in by «President | 


Truman and it is reported ‘that the 


guilty: parties. will soon be brought to 


justice.” 

in where Theo- 
dore Bilbo was again élected to the 
United States Senate, one man was 
flogged to death and another was 
slain in a small country store owned 
by a deputy sheriff. Henry Miles, 
member of the Boyle, Miss., Local, 
was beaten by a mob who thought he 
was attempting to vote on election 
day. Miles was rescued from the mob 
by his landlord and the chief of po- 
lice. The Union immediately reported 
this attack to the Department of 
Justice. 

A. delegation of 2 000 citizens as-« 


sembled 1 in Washington, D. C., follow- 


ing these outrages and demanded 
government-prosecution of Talmadge 
and Bilbo, saying, “They are as guilty 
of these murders as if they were on 
the scene with smoking guns in their 
hands. They purposely inspired and 
encouraged this lynch terror against 


| Negro people.” 


Other national organizations 


called upon Negro citizens in Missis- 


sippi and Georgia to these 


states forever. 
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1946 


Union Fights 
Wage Ceiling 


Offers To Bargain 
With Planters 

The National Farm Labor Union 
has effered to bargain with the Delta 
Council, organization of Mississippi 
planters, on wages for cotton pickers, 
H. L. Mitchell, President, announced 
recently. The Union’s proposal was 


submitted by wire to the Board of 
Directors of the Delta Council meet- 
ing in Greenville, August 12th. 


Proposes Fair Wage 
And Hiring System 


The following telegram was sent to 
the Delta Council: Gentlemen: Ac- 
cording to newspaper reports, your, 
board is meeting today to discuss the 
question of a ceiling on wages of cot- 
ton pickers this fall. This is to advise 
you that a group of prominent at- 
torneys have made a study of the 


legality of wage ceilings in agricul-| 


ture and propose to challenge the 
wight of the Department of Agricul- 
ture to adopt or enforce such wage 
ceilings. In view of the’ dissatisfac- 
tion over the wage ceiling of 1945, 
both to planters and to cotton pick- 
ers, we make the following sug- 
gestions: First—that the Delta Coun- 
cil appoint a committee to meet rep- 
resentatives of the National Farm 
Labor Union to set a fair and reason- 
able picking wage for 1946. Second— 
that the Union establish in each com- 
munity Where there is an available 
labor supply, a hiring hall to channel 


all workers to employers represented | 


by the Delta Council, on a fair and 
equal basis at the rate of pay agreed 
upon in_conference. If you wish to 
meet with us to discuss these pro- 
posals, we shall expect to hear from 
you not later than August 16th. 
Yours very truly, H. L. Mitchell, 
_ President, National Farm Labor 

Union. Barney B. Taylor, Organiza- 
tion Director. 


Mississippi Planters V ote 
To Set Wages Of Pickers 


A referendum vote among cotton 


planters was held on August 17, un-' 


der the sponsorship of the Delta 
Council. The planters voted 10 to l 
to set a ceiling on wages to be paid 
to cotton pickers. : 

In’ the meantime, the Union has 
called on nationally known attorneys 
to prepare to enter suit against of-. 
ficials of the Department of Agricul- | 
ture who are attempting to use ma- 
chinery of government to beat down 
wages of farm labor. 

In the event that court action does 
not stop this illegal business, the Na- 
Hone Farm Labor Union will take 
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Nai Soe Labor Service | 


“Son, we did this by working together. Workers of all 
religions, races and national backgrounds, standing together, 
will build an even greater tomorrow.” 


LABOR DAY, 1946 


American workers are proud of their long record of 


progress and achievement. No odd coincidence or magic 


formula has brought us the gains we can chalk up today. 


Only the hard work, the united effort and the unflinching 
loyalty of all workers—of every race, religion and national 


background—standing side by side in their common battle 


for better conditions, have made them possible. 
Old-timers remember the days when strikes were broken 


and unions destroyed because workers didn’t. stick together. . 
They remember men and women who lost their battle for 


higher wages and better working conditions because they — 

were divided among themselves—white workers against 
black, Christians against Jews, native-born against foreign- 
born. They remember who the victors were in those days. 


We learned our lessons the hard way. But we learned 


them well. We know today that no worker’s rights are safe 


“Farer Labor News | 


The Farm Labor News is published monthly 
by the Nationa] Farm Labor Union Publiica- 
tion office—12 N. Lawrence 8t.. Montgom- 
ery, 

pete effice—166 Monroe Ave., Memphis, 
enn 

The subscription rate is 25c per year. 3¢ per 
} copy. Bundie rates le per copy te agents. 

The Farm Labor News is published by the 
National Farm Laber. Union for its members 
. and friends whe are subscribers. 


It does not accept advertising. 

Entered as second class matter at Post Office, 
Montgomery, Alabama, June 18, 1946 under 
acts of August 12, 1912 and June 6, 1900. 


Address all communications concerning the 
Toon Labor News te: Box 443, Memphis 1, 


unless the rights of all workers are protected. Together we 

have built a mighty record. This Labor Day finds us deter- 

mined to build a safer and a more secure life for the men and 
women who worn our nation’s industries. 


other action to the ceilings im- 
posed. 


Planters Refuse To Bargain 
Mr. Irby Turner, President of the 


; Delta Council, replied by telegram to 


the Union’s offer: Replying to your 
telegram of August twelve, advise 
that. Delta Council has no authority 
to fix wage for cotton picking or to 
agree upon any procedure with ref- 


erence to channelling labor. 
The matter of fixing wage ceiling 


price for cotton picking is the re- 
sponsibility of the U. S. Dept. of 


Agriculture. Upon request of cotton} , 


producers, the state wage board has 


called a referendum on getting that: 


question to cotton producers for their 
determination. Irby Turner, Presi- 
dent, Delta Council. 


THE FOUR FREEDOMS FUND 


Have you made your payment to the Four Freedoms Fund? » 


The Union is getting ready to send a big delegation to Washington early 


next year. A lot of money will be needed to put that program over. Every 


dollar a reader of the Farm Labor News gives during the next six months 


will be used to make the Farm Labor Conference in Washington a great suc- | 
cess. Let us hear from you. Fill out the blank below and send it in at once. 


FOUR FREEDOMS FUND 
WILL GIVE $——————now to the Four Freedoms Fund, and I will give 


$ more to the Four Freedoms Fund by oe er 94— 
My name is = 

I get my mail at —— 

I am a member of Local No. | 


I am not a member, but I want to help. ( ) Check X. 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO NATIONAL FARM LABOR 
UNION, BOX 443, MEMPHIS 1, TENN. 


friends gathered at the Oak Grove 


erans of the Union’s early wars,” who 


| joined Captain Taylor and Vice Pres- 
ident Betton, the featured speakers, _ 


at the annual meeting. of 


Jim Sisk, Organizes, for St. Francis 
‘County from 1936 to 1940; Henry 
Smith, President of the Colony Local 


|1No. 27; G. G. Goodall, President of 


the Sweet Farm Local No. 39; J. D. 
Appleby, Organizer for the Round 
Pond. Local No. 19; and M. F, 
Rodgers, President of the Forrest 
City Local Ne. 147; were among the 


-|group of “Union Veterans.” 


Captain Taylor praised the spirit 


these courageous leaders and ré- 


called that, “Most of the plantation 


| thugs who tried to stop them from 
| organizing the Union are now in jail 


or dead, while these good men still 


| walk the roads with their heads nee 
high. ” 


Vice President: Betton. said, “rf we 


that have been done by the Union, I 


and wear a Union button is werth 
more to them than any amount of 


jdues they have ever paid. They 


fought for the right to be free Ameri- 


can citizens—and won:” 


J. C. Carson, President of Oak 


-|Grove Local No. 13, presided at the 
| meeting and said he was more than 
younger peeple in the community. : 
| For a long time after the meeting was — 


over, organizers were signing. 


| up Rew members. 


|A.F. Of L. Enters 


Farm Labor Field 


(Continued From Page One) 


cluded from all social security laws, 


| the NLRB, the Wage and Hour Law, 
and the only way they can expect to 


receive benefits accorded other 


Labor Union—A.F. of L. 


Big Farmers Lie To Public. 

President Mitchell said, “The 
American public has long been under 
a delusion that agricultural produc- 
tion in the United States is a family 


{affair with an occasional hired man 
employed, but the truth is that over 
half of the nation’s farm products are | 
| produced by 10 per cent of the farm- 


ers who are large scale operators 
conducting factories in the fields.” 


Full Support of A.F. Of L. 


Behind Union Drive 


He continued by saying, “The 


progress in the next few months un- 
der the A.F. ,of. banner. 


Cotton Pickers Wanted 


I want 8 white men to pick cotton 
| for me starting September 15th, Will 
pay top price and furnish board and . 


room. Write: Mrs. Annie B. Whitten, 
Rt. 1, Box 120, Crenshaw, Miss. I am 


a Union member. 


Union Veterans Speak 
4 At Oak Grove Meeting 


Nearly 300 Union members and. 


Church near Widener, Ark., on Sun=_ 
| day, August 4th to hear several “vet- 


}lower St. Francis 


forget about all of the good things © 


think these brave men will tell you — 
‘that the right te carry a Union card 


> 


representation. Farm labor is ex- 


American citizens is to organize un- — 
der the banner of the National Farm 


American Federation of Labor has - 
pledged its full support to our or- 
ganization and we expect tremendous: 
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